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PUBLIC SAFETY

Goal: Reduce crime that costs businesses money by reducing employee
productivity and causing direct losses due to fraud and theft.

A strong economy rests on an orderly community with minimal crime. In the Salem area,
crime, especially property crime such as identity theft and check fraud driven by the region’s
methamphetamine epidemic, costs victims millions of dollars each year. Methamphetamine-
the root of much of the region’s crime problem- if left unchecked, could negatively impact the
region’s business climate to the point of making recruiting new businesses difficult.

Continue the Fight Against Methamphetamine. The Mid-Valley is facing an epidemic of
methamphetamine production, trafficking, and abuse. Meth is cheap, easy to make, and highly
addictive, and it can be produced anywhere using toxic chemicals like battery acid and lye.
Toxic byproducts from producing meth infect surrounding buildings, land, and water, and it
can cost property owners thousands of dollars to clean up a meth lab. Abusing the drug takes a
huge human toll as people ruin their lives, lose their jobs, and hurt those around them. Beyond
the tragedy of lives wasted by this terrible drug, meth clearly has a negative economic impact
as businesses lose money in theft and lost employee productivity. Meth users are five times
more likely to be absent from work, significantly more likely to steal from their employers, and
more likely to file a workers’ compensation claim. Moreover, many addicts resort to a life of
crime to support their expensive habit, causing businesses in the Salem area to lose thousands
of dollars each year to check fraud, burglaries, and other meth-related property crime. Law
enforcement agencies should maintain partnerships they have formed and continue their fight
against this drug, and citizens must become active as well. In addition to providing resources
for enforcement, prevention, and treatment, both the state and federal governments must take
steps to prevent criminal from obtaining meth’s precursor chemicals, particularly
pseudoephedrine, to reduce the amount of the drug that makes it onto the street.

Responsibility: City, State, Federal

Make Progress Against Identity Theft. Closely related to the plague of methamphetamine
abuse is the Salem area’s surge in identity theft, to which many addicts resort to pay for drugs.
Identity theft, in the form of check fraud, credit card fraud, or other crimes, costs businesses
and individuals millions of dollars in losses each year. While increased enforcement of laws
against identity theft can help stem this problem, preventive measures designed to protect
consumers and businesses against identity theft by restricting access to personal information
and credit can help prevent the crime at minimal expense. The Salem area No Meth task force
has started an identity theft initiative designed to reduce the impact of this crime locally. By
asking stores to check identification of credit card users and get thumbprints from those who
write checks, the task force hopes to reduce fraud and reduce the main financing source for the
meth epidemic, Unfortunately, few merchants have agreed to participate.

Responsibility: City, State, Federal
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Preserve Federal Funding for Local Public Safety Programs. In less than a decade, the U.S.
Department of Justice’s Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) program put over
100,000 additional police officers on the street, including more than 50 in Marion and Polk
counties. The citizen policing fostered by COPS was among the reasons for the significant drop
in crime seen during the 1990s. Despite this program’s success in helping local governments
crack down on crime, Congress provided only minimal funding for hiring new officers- at a
time when local governments need it most. Congress should restore funding for this program
and consider ways to help law enforcement agencies continue to receive COPS grants despite
fiscal difficulties. Other federal public safety programs, including homeland security grants
and the Byrne and Local Law Enforcement Block grants, as well as the High-Intensity Drug
Trafficking (HIDTA) Program, which helps fight meth in Marion County, should also receive
continued support.

Responsibility: Federal
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