	




	Dear Friend: 
I was stunned when I heard the Internal Revenue Service’s recent proposal to weaken long-standing privacy guidelines that protect taxpayers and their tax returns!  If these proposed rules are finalized, tax preparers and accountants would be permitted to resell personal sensitive financial information obtained from tax returns to direct marketers and data brokers.  The IRS has scheduled a hearing on the proposed rule changes for April 4th, in Washington , DC .
That’s why this week I led 28 of my colleagues in calling on Treasury Secretary John Snow and IRS Commissioner Mark Everson to reconsider the proposed rules and to maintain the current privacy protections that forbid accountants and other tax preparers from re-selling information obtained from individual tax returns.  
Weakening tax return privacy less than two weeks before tax day would be a belated April Fools joke on tax payers.  Consumers expect confidentiality, and should demand confidentiality from their tax preparers.  At a time when sensitive personal financial information has become all too easy for crooks to get a hold of, we should be strengthening protections not relaxing them.
Any potential benefit to consumers from the re-selling of their most sensitive personal financial information would certainly be lost if weakened privacy guidelines increase their vulnerability to identity theft.  At a time when breaches of data security have been widespread across numerous sectors of industry, including multiple data brokers, I will strongly oppose changes that weaken the privacy safeguards that protect the sensitive personal financial information of American taxpayers.  
Taxpayer privacy should not be negotiable.  I’ll continue to work with my colleagues in Congress to maintain the confidentiality of tax returns and to fight these unwarranted and shortsighted rule changes.
Sincerely, 
Darlene Hooley
Member of Congress 


